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Rekindle the Romance at Home!Sweethearts, spouses, and parents Ashley and Gabe Rodriguez

found themselves deep into marriage and child-rearing when they realized they were spending most

of their evenings staring at their computers. Determined not to let their relationship deteriorate into

that of "roommates with children," they institute a weekly date night: they sautÃ©, roast, mix and

dice and spend time reconnecting over simple but thoughtful dishes like Crostini with Ricotta,

Prosciutto, and Peas, Tomato and Fennel Gazpacho with Dungeness Crab, Fennel-Crusted Lamb

Chops, and Dulce de Leche and Nectarine Creamsicles (sometimes even with an expertly chilled

cocktail). Just carving out time to talk, cook, and eat together became the marriage-booster they

needed, and now with Date Night In she invites you to make date night an integral part of your week

and shows you how to woo your partner all over again with food, drink, and conversation.Packed

with tantalizing and delicious recipes, Date Night In is a must-have cookbook for any couple who

wants to spice things up with special seasonal meals at home with a table for two.
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Rarely do I look through a cookbook and want to make all of the recipes immediately, but that was

definitely the case with this one! I wouldn't recommend this book to a new cook though, or to

someone that doesn't truly enjoy cooking because these are not quick and easy 30 minute meals.

Many of them suggest starting a day or two before to start preparing, which doesn't seem to be

required in most cases, but is probably more to help space things out. I kind of love that each menu

is a bit of a project, but my husband and I love cooking together.Things that are great:- The recipes

are spot on. So far we've made the Braised Lentils with Mushrooms and Kale, the Herb Butter



Roasted Chicken with Maple Coriander Roasted Carrots, and the Burger with Special Sauce and

Onion Rings . All super delicious (only hiccup was the burger being way too salty).- The recipes

themselves are well-written and have a great lay out on the page (i.e. doesn't require a lot of flipping

back and forth between ingredients and instructions).- There's a grocery list for each meal that lists

out all of the required ingredients. I love that you don't have to flip through the recipes within each

menu (which typically includes a cocktail, an entree, a side dish, and a dessert) to compile one

mega list of groceries, it's even split out by section of the grocery store. The only issue is if you're

not making the whole menu, but still, I thought this was a clever idea that you don't see in most

books.Things I don't totally love:- It's kind of hard to find something specific in here, there's no

overall table of contents for the recipes (just one that includes cute, but not very helpful menu titles

like "A Sort-Of Fairy Tale").- The index is organized by ingredient, not dish name.
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